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It has been stated on page 37 that although the expression
West Indian is often used for Central American rubbers no
rubber comes actually from the West Indian islands. This
is correct for the present, but in all probability the rubber
vines which are found in Jamaica will be utilised before
long. Samples of the rubber coagulated by exposure to the
sun have been examined in England, and the quality is
beyond question. According to the Kew authorities, the
rubber is yielded by the Forstcronia floribnnda. It will
probably be found that this creeper is common enough in
Hayti and San Domingo, though the weak point about the
prospective West Indian wild rubber industry seems to be
that its life must inevitably be short. In addition to the
limited area of the gathering grounds, there is the fact of
it being necessary to destroy the vines to get the rubber.
Moreover, replanting of indigenous trees is hardly likely to
be carried on, because if anything is done in the plantation
way attention will assuredly be concentrated on the Para
rubber tree, which yields the best return to the investor.
The two principal ports into which the raw rubbers referred
to in the previous chapter come are Liverpool and London.
Their pre-eminence in this respect, as far as continental
supplies are concerned, has suffered a serious diminution
during the last ten years owing to the rivalry of Antwerp,
Hamburg, Rotterdam, Havre, Marseilles and Bordeaux. The
great bulk of the supplies comes to brokers who make a
speciality of the business, and it is sold by auction to the
rubber merchants. Strange though it may seem to the
buyers of other commodities in bulk, such as metallic ores
and cellulose, chemical analysis is not used at all in deter-
mining the price to be paid. The ordinary procedure is